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[When aqueous AgNO 3 is added to the second (NaOH) wash, a white precipitate (AgCl) forms, confirming that chloride-hydroxide anion exchange occurred] 2. Synthesis of Dowex-supported 2-naphthylenyltrifluoroborate salt To a suspension of the base form of the Dowex resin (1 g) in H 2 O (10 mL), a solution of 2-naphthylenyltrifluoroborate (1 mmol) in MeOH (10 mL) was added in one portion. The pH of the reaction mixture was then monitored.
Reaction time versus pH was measured as a means of monitoring the formation of the Dowexsupported 2-naphthylenyltrifluoroborate salt. The reactions were generally complete in less than 3 hours. To determine the maximum loading of Ar-BF 3 -on the Dowex surface, two series of experiments were carried out using two different potassium organotrifluoroborates.
A.. Study A using potassium 2-naphthelenyltrifluoroborate:
Potassium 2-naphthelenyltrifluoroborate 234 mg (1.0 mmol) was dissolved in methanol (40 mL).
The solution was carefully to a 100 mL volumetric flask. Then DI water (40 mL) was added to this solution. DI water and methanol (v/v 1:1) were added to attain a total volume of 100 mL.
Afterwards, 0.25 ml, 0.5 ml, 1 ml, 1.5 ml and 2 ml of the solution was taken and placed in 5 volumetric flasks (50 ml) separately. To all of flasks co-solvent [DI water and methanol (v/v 1:1)] was added to reach the volume of 50 ml.
Five standard samples obtained were then subjected to the UV/vis study. meter), the Dowex-supported aryltrifluoroborate was filtered off and washed thoroughly with methanol-water (v/v 1:1, 60 mL). The filtrate was diluted to 100 mL using 50% aqueous methanol and 200 µL of this solution was taken and again diluted to 10 mL using 50% aqueous methanol and analyzed by UV/vis spectroscopy. 
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Calibration plot: y = 0.0886x -0.0288
Control experiment: Dowex (1.0 g) was added to potassium 2-phenyltrifluoroborate (1.0 mmol) in methanol-water (v/v 1:1, 20 mL). After completion of the reaction (monitored by pH meter), the Dowex-supported aryltrifluoroborate was filtered off and washed thoroughly with methanol-water (v/v 1:1, 60 mL). The filtrate was diluted to 100 mL using 50% aqueous methanol and 1 mL of this solution was taken and again diluted to 10 mL using 50% aqueous methanol and analyzed by UV/vis spectroscopy. 
